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OLD HERMANNSBURG 


Civil War Violence on the Border 


The first installment of the story of Hermannsburg appeared in the 
July issue of FLASHBACK. It sketched, in outline, the story of the 
Hermann brothers, Johann (Jean) and Karl, who established a settlement 
of German immigrants in the western part of Washington County in the 
early 1850s. 


Because they were located onthe direct route of the armies (now 
Highway 59), the settlers of Hermannsburg suffered severely and were 
finally forced to flee northward and seek refuge in St.Louis. 


T he Hermann brothers had married Wilhelmi sisters, Lina and Nani. 
Lina was the wife of Karl Hermann; they had three children, all born 
in Washington County. Nani was the wife of Johann (Jean) Hermann; they 
had five children, all born in Washington County. é 


The brother of these sisters, Franz Wilhelmi, was Captain of Co. C, 
17th Missouri Volunteers, USA. This put the Hermanns in a dangerous 
position in Washington County and it was necessary for Karl and Jean 
Hermann and other men of the settlement to hide out in the woods at 
night, leaving their families unprotected. 


The wives of these men kept a diary which was published (in German) 
after the war. We have translated and are publishing the diary enries 
for November and December 1862, They give a graphic picture of What 
war was like for women and children. 
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From the Diary of Lina (Mrs. Karl) Hermann 


Nov. 12, 1862 = We live in constant fear and danger. It is said that 
all men must join the Southern army. A negro stole horses, saddles and 
took my Melinda with him, We have been considered sympathizers for the 
South thus far but if the Northern troops come we will openly declare 
ourselves. Today starving secessionists were in our mill and acted as 
if it were their property. 


Nov. 13 - The Pin Indians are stealing everywhere. 
Nov. 14 - Today we saw Southern troops for the first time. ‘We heard 


shooting and about 200 Confederatés came galloping through the village 
pursued by Northern troops. I hid the children in the cellar. 


UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
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Nov. 15 - When I awoke at 4 o'clock this morning, I thought every- 
thing was on fire. I ran to the window and saw everywhere camp fires, 
soldiers and horses, but did not know if they were Southerners or 
Northerners.It turned out they were part of Hindman's Confederate army. 
.I have been ordered to cook for the soldiers. I have tied a bandage 

“over one eye andtell them I am not well and will cook only for the 
sick and wounded. I am tired of cooking for secessionists. Nani cooks 
for them and out of gratitude four soldiers stole everything they 
could lay hands on from her. 


Nov. 16 - The troops have gone north and we fear for the safety of 
our men folks. We dare not undress to sleep and even the children 
sleep with their clothes on. 


Nov. 17 - This uncertainty is terrible. The women are despairing. 


Nov. 18 - Several men broke into our store and stole much, I ran 
through the rain to Schmitt who came over and nailed up the house. 


Nov. 20 = As I stood at the window two men rode up. One was Fritz, 
and oh, what joy! All the women of the neighborhood came over, At mid- 
night Julius came and said they would have to leave immediately, Fritz 
didn't want to leave us alone again, but I knew his danger and insist- 
ed that he. go. 


Nov. 23 - Last night I took the children over to Nani's ard stayed 
with her. Tonight she is with me. A group of Northern soldiers stopped 
and.I gave them a letter to my husband. Three hours later General 
Marmaduke came with several thousand men, I let the rebels look into 
my empty flour bin and told them I had been cooking and baking for 
their, men all week and would have to keep my little remaining food for 
my children. So they didn't.get my hidden meal, but did take pigs and 
chickens. At night I took faithful Nero in the room with us, 


Nov. 25 + Today I heard that Southern troops were at Mina's house so 
I went over and found the housé full of soldiers. They wanted all the 
food she had, but she told them that all pigs, hay and corn had al- 
ready been taken, Marmaduke promised to pay her, but all she got from 
his secretary was $10 in Confederate money. It is now generally known 
that our men folks are in the Northern camp and we may as well be pre- 
pared to have all our possessions taken by the Southern troops. Mina 
and I agreed to stay 14 days longer and then to flee with what little 
food we have left. Nani is opposed to the idea because it is too cold 
for the children... And Fritz might return. " 


Dec. 6 - My man has returned with 28 Northerners. Maria is helping 
me prepare food for them. Fritz is packing uf goods to take to the 
Northern camp to sell, At night they all left. I feared Fritz would 
enter the Northern army as a soldier but he promised to wait a while. 

ww 

Dec. 9 - Nani is with me. All day long we heard cannonading.Who will 
be victorious? This constant thundering of the cannon! If the Southern 
troops should win, it would go hard with us.- 


Dec. 14 - It is said the Southern troops were victorious. I don't 
believe it. Last night three soldiers dressed in blue demanded ammit- 
tance. I had the dog beside me, so let themin. They demanded money 
and when I told them there was none, they searched the entire hou se 
and took what they wanted, I offered them Confederate money but they 
refused that. One of them threatened me with his gun and I was glad 
Fritz wasn't there. They took coffee, flour, clothing, handkerchiefs, 
and keepsakes that we had brought from Germany. They remained in the 
house two hours and left. 


Dec, 15 - Every day they come, sometimes to Nani and sometimes to my 
house. I have baked bread for three days and before I can give it to 
the children, it is taken away from me, The children are crying. Our 
desperation is great. 


Dec. 18 — Fritz came today with a military escort of 100 men. He 
Says we will leave tomorrow. How gladly I will leave here. Only the 
parting from Mina will hurt. that and the fact that I will have to 
leave my beautiful piano here, on which my Heinrich plays so well. 
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Leaves from Nani's Diary (Mrs. Jean Hermann) 


Nov. 14, 1862 - Yesterday our mill ran all day grinding meal for the 
starved Southern soldiers. Toward noon we heard shooting. We were 
afraid there wuld be a battle in our village. However, the Southern 
soldiers fled and the Pin Indians, Northern sympathizers, came. At 
Eberle's and other neighbors the Indians stole horses. Julivs followed 
the Indians and brought the horses back. Mina was almost shot when 
three Southerners sought to hide in her house. The Indians steal where 
they can, both from Northern and from Southern sympathizers. Oh, when 
will ovr men folks return? 


Nov. 15 - At 5 o'clock this morning someone pounded on my door. They 
asked for the key to the mill. They said there were 5,000 Confederate 
troops. There wasn't much in the mill and they paid for what they took. 
They camped around the mill and made fires with fence rails. Our pigs, 
ducks and chickens were shot. I was compelled to cook for 18 officers. 
Hardly had the army moved on, when four rough men came and demanded my 
saddle, They searched the whole house from attic to cellar, and also 
the smoke-house,and took what they wanted, including carpets, bedding, 
dulius' bath-robe and other articles that I hoped to use for making 
clothing for the children, They also took what coats and trousers they 
could find. The poor children clung to me, Eliese trembling the most. 
My hired girl tried to take the articles away from them, but it did no 
good, so she wept. Julius had put all his household goods in one room 
and locked it, but they broke it open and took what they could carry. 
The neighbor Dietrichs were threatened with death. 


Nov. 16 - Today nobody ventured out on the street. No one dares to 
show himself. Toward evening five men and three wagons passed at a 
gallop. Rhain's am Dietrich's offered to help me hide our goods. We 
hid meat, lard, sugar, salt, as well as we could. If the robbers find 
these supplies, we will have to starve. My seven children, including 
two of Julius', are lying on the beds with all their clothing on ex- 
cept shoes. 


UNIVERSITY OF ARKaNeae’ 
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Nov. 22 - Day before yesterday our men folks came home unexpectedly. 
This night I am taking my seven children over to Lina's for the og 
Tt is too scary here alone: ‘Our men left again. Thea 


Nov. 23 (Sanday) ™ = bine stayed with me last i ght} with her children. 
During the night wé heard galloping horses. and. listened fearfully,. 
trying to learn if they were Northern or Southern troops, A man-came 
to the house in Federal uniform and‘said he had 600 Union troops and 
we could rest easily, he would set a guard around the house, We cooked 
for 13 men and they paid in Northern money. After they had left, some 
Southern soldiers came. They stopped and rested and ate. 


‘Nov. 24 -Thank God! They have left, after they | had stolen, every- 
thing they could find. The mill looks terrible, everything damaged, 
but theGeneral had them make new doors for those that they smashed in. 


_ Nov. 26 - Many pounern Selah in the village womes 


‘Nov. 28 - I spent bite’ entire’ day making clothing £68 the seven ehdld- 
ren, I cut up window curtains ‘and also. used a piece of floor carpet 
and bed-spreads, for it is impossible to secure clothes elsewhere. 


Nov. 30 - Freyschlags, who live 25 miles north of us, heard of my 
situation and invited.me.to: come to them with my children. But I shall 
remain here as long as we have something to eat. Lina stayed overnight 
with me, but hardly had she left in the morning than robbers broke 
into her store and carried away as much as they could. They even took 
the lock off the door, at least we couldn't find it afterwards. They 
dropped lots” of: small things in front of the store. st 


Dec. 2 — Westerulny our men folks came back. They took a wagon of 
supplies and went into camp. They would not be safe inthe house. 
Jean's eye is better. It pained him very much when it was infected and 
he couldn't take care of it. Had to sleep nights in the cold and rain 
under trees. A neighbor of ours, an American named Williams anda 
‘Sout hern sympathizer, was among the prisoners in the Federal camp, He 
had a high fever and asked for Jean. He put his arm about him and said 

‘that on the following day all prisoners would have to die. Williams 
was talking in his deliriuin © and at that time lay on wet straw under 
‘the open sky. 


“Dec. GO. - - They Oye goods from Frit zis place yesterday. 


Dec, 8 - Fritz came home © with: a rae for him and Jean. : Later they 
went into camp iin the woods. T hank God. | We-want' to go to Kansas and 
from there to St. Louis. But I tremble at the thought: of ‘taking the 
small children at this time of year through a country where we would 
have to camp every night in the open. I had just set the table for the 
‘noonday meal when ~ five rowdy halfbreeds came in’ and boldly took ‘our 
places at the table-‘and with much loud laughting ate our meal, They 
kept their guns with them while they ate. The children were greatly 
fright ened. At first they'talked'in Cherokee and: laughed wickedly. 
‘Then they asked in English where‘our men folks were. I acted as if I 
did:not understand and answered "Ich weiss nicht" and one: Indian imi- 
‘tated me. After they left ‘Lina came over,'-as pale as.death, and said 
she had heard these halfbreeds’say  that™ our men had. been killed. | afi 
“think they were only trying to frighten her.” 
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Dec. 12 — We cannot hold out much longer. Auring the night robbers 
came to Lina's house. What terror! They said they were Union soldiers 
and Lina gave them what she had. She even showed them her order from 
General Blunt. However, they called her vile names and demanded money. 
Gold and silver. They searched the house. One sat down in front of her 
with his gun while the others searched. The next day, Dec. 13, the 
same fellows returned, accompanied by about 30 men, took possession of 
Lina's house and stole what they wanted. Some of them came to my house 
for food. Toward dusk five fellows came and demanded whiskey. They 
wouldn't believe me when I told them there was none in the house and 
so they searched the house and cellar. I had hid 12 large pieces of 
burlap which they found. They took seven pieces and left me five.Some- 
time later they. came back to get the burlap and left me only one piece. 
They took Julius! old rifle. our supply of bread, and some mules, One 
had my father's long porcelain pipe but I tore it out of his hand. If 
cold and snow come, we cannot remain longer. We must flee. It is said 
the Northern troops did not lose the battle, after all. The Southern 
army passed through on its way to Van Buren. 


Dec. 14 - Last night a neighbor came and brought us news about our 
men folks in the Union camp. They are all well. All the women gathered 
to hear the good news. What tears of joy! Today 500 Pin Indians. passed 
by, with white officers. Tl children are happy again. The girls even 
played the piano. 


Dec. 17 - During the night the dogs barked between 12 and 1 o'clock. 
I was frightened. They stole at the neighbor's house. 


Dec. 19 - We are on our way. The axle broke on Fritz's wagon and I 
am sitting in it, using the opportunity to write in my diary. We had 
to flee, leaving all our possessions behind, but we have our men, I am 
sorry about sister Mina. 


Dec. 20 - Yesterday we reached the Northern camp.The General learned 
that we had to leave our things behind, so he offered wagon and escort 
to go and get them, but we heard that the Southern troops are again on 
the march north, Every house and barn and fence around here has been 
destroyed. Mr. Freyschlag passed by. I called him, he was astonished 
to see us here. I asked him to get our piano and take it to his home, 
since he lives off the beaten path of the armies, 

=~ Nany 
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The Hermanns - 19 men, women and children- reached Gen.F.J.Herron's 
camp at Prairie Grove on Dec. 19, 1862. He gave them an order permit- 
ting them to travel with a commissary train to Rolla, Mo. They left 
Prairie Grove on Dec. 24 and reached Fayetteville the same day, camp- 
ing near a spring at the north end of that village, where they spent 
Christmas Day. Karl Hermann wrote: 'The Christ-child had lost its 
magic that day. Sata .n was ruling the land. Looking up . at the star- 
studded sky, our memory saw again the lighted Christmas trees in our 
Fatherland." 


While camping in Fayetteville Jean Hermann was taken ill and for the 
remainder of the trip had to lie helpless inthe wagon. The group 
reached Springfield, Mo., on New Year's eve. 
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Progress < on. ‘the road to St.Louis during February and March 1863, was 
painfully slow. Tragedy struck in April. Nany, the wife of Johann Her- 
mann and mother of five small children, became ill and six days later : 
she died,. Nany's diary ends with this pathetic Be a written by 
her husband: 


NSE 


Washington, Missouri, April 30, 1863 


Here. ends the diary of my beloved Nany. At her request I am adding 
the. conclusion. ~ On the 30th of April at 8:30 o'clock in the morning 
my poor wife died after a six days' illness, She called me to her bed 
and. said: "Jean, tell me the end -- I’cannot find the words for the 
end -- bring my diary and my pen and ink -- you write the end. 
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(The third installment of the story of Old Her- 

{ mannsburg, translated from the German, will appear 

».. in the next issue of FLASHBACK. It is the Her- 

‘manns' own account of their search for the gold 

they had buried at Hermannsburg (now Dutch Mills) 
before their flight in December 1862. -- WJL) 


HISTORY NOTES 


The annual Prairie Grove Reunion was held in Battlefield Park Sept. 
5-6-7. The program emphsis this year was on arts and crafts (speakers: 
Robert Barnes, Wayne White, Louis Freund, David Durst; and more than a 
hundred handicraft exhibits). The battle which the Park commemorates 
was. -not- entirely overlooked. R.R.Logan told the story of the battle, 
W.J.Lemke spoke.on the Civil War Centennial, and Judge Wilder of Fort 
Smith spoke on "Our Heritage." 
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While driving from Old Carrollton, Ark., to Osage, on June 27, 1959, 
a tourist from Mississippi stopped at an old cemetery and discovered 
the grave of SebronG. Sneed Jr. The inscription on the tombstone 
reads: "Sebron G. Sneed, born April 28, 1828; died Aug. 17, 1871." 
Sneed's wife is buried beside hin. This, of course, is the son of 
Judge. Sebron G. Sneed of Fayetteville, whose story was told in the 
October 1958 issue of FLASHBACK. The tourist, who copied the inscrip- 
tion :and sent it to us, was Alan G. Skelton. He remembered the FLASH- 
BACK article and thought we would be interested in his discovery, We 
ane -interested, And so are the Sneed descendants now living in Texas, 
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-Qur.,Society now .has.in preparation a booklet giving the history of 
the Tuttle-Cunningham families of Mt. Comfort and related families of 
the Tuttle, Ark. community. This history will also contain the origin- 
al,records.of Far West Seminary, founded by the Rev.Cephas Washburn at 
Mt .Comfort in 1845. Author of this history is Mrs.Julia Read of Farm- 
ington, a great-granddaughter of Solomon Tuttle, the Washington County’ 
pioneer on whose land the Far West Seminary and Ozark Institute were 
built. Mrs. Read has succeeded in finding some 20 photographs of the 
early Tuttles and Cunninghams, which will appear in this booklet. 


PENSION APPLICATIONS 
for service in the War with Mexico 1847-1848 


Capt. George W. M. Reed of Fayetteville opened an office as Pension 
Agent in 1865. He had served in the Union army during the early months 
of the war but was discharged in 1863 because of physical infirmities 
incurred during the campaign in southwest Missouri in 1862. 


Most of his clients from 1865 to 1890 were Union veterans of the 
Civil War. He also filed pension applications for veterans of the In- 
dian Wars in Florida. These have been published previously in FLASH- 
BACK, as have the Civil War pension SPE Cauaeuee 


We are now able to present the names of the veterans of the Wa with 
Mexico (1846-1848) for whom Captain Reed filed pension applications in 
Washington. This is an impressive list. Many of these men served in 
Capt. Stephen Enyart's Washington County company. 


Because previously unpublished source material pertaining to the War 
with Mexico is rare, wetake considerable pride in publishing these 
records. They are copied directly from the original ledger, now in the 
keeping of Captain Reed's son, J. Fay Reed of Fayetteville. They con- 
tain many Washington County pioneer names -- Trammell, Neal, Rieff, 
Marrs, Campbell, Brodie, Chandler, Putman, Beaty, Thomason and others. 
We know the information will be welcomed by those members of our Soci- 
ety who are doing research in these family lines. 


The following entries are copied verbatim from Captain Reed's ledger. 


HENRY J. LEMAR, P.O. Elm Springs, was a teamster in Joshua Goucher's 
Missouri troops, War with Mexico. Applied for pension 23 Sept. 1887. 
Was an enlisted man but detailed as a teamster to drive a Govt waggon. 
He is 63 years of age. Was born Oct.10, 1824 in Tennessee. 


Mary E. Muncy, widow of ARTHUR A. MUNCY, decd, who was a member of 
Stephen B. Enyart's company, War with Mexico. Aged 53 years. She was 
married 10 Oct., 1854, at San Antonio, Texas, by Rev.C.F.Rattenstein. 
Her former name was Mary E. Sappington. Her claim for pension Sept.13, 
1887, was disallowed. He was not an enlisted man. 


Nancy Counts, P.O. Elm Springs, widow of LEVI COUNTS. He was a Mexi- 
can soldier. Her maiden name was Nancy Reed. Married in 1852 in War- 
wick Co., Indiana. Claim disallowed Oct.26, 1888. 


Martha Ann Thomason, widow of ELISHA THOMASON who was a Captain in 
the Mexican War, She was once Martha Ward, nee Martha Miller. Claim 
allowed May 1889. She now lives in Bonham, Texas. 


RICHARD McCASLIN was. a member of Capt. B.L.E.Barnwell (Bonneville) 
Co.B, 7th Hegt., US Regulars, Mexican War. It was Coh.Arbuckle's regt. 
He never received any land warrant. I wrote for same Sept. 13, 1881. 
His widow is Matilda McCaslin, 
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EDWARD CARTER served as Fireman on board US Ship Mississippi from 1 
Dec., 1848 to 31 Dec., 1848, Mexican War. Feb.17, 1880 he was paid »90 
out of Treasury at Washington, D.C. »I received sum of $9 as fee, Ed 
Carter went to Washington, D.C. in person. Col eT .M.Gunter (Congressman) 
identified him. 


‘PHILLIP "WILLIAMS, age 55, was.i'a Private in Co. F of the 12th Regt 
Tenn, Tre Vols? in Mexican’ War. His Captain's name. was Howard, First 
Lieut was Woodruff, 2d’ Lieut. was Thomas Conway. Was discharged at New 
Orleans Aug. 1848. Claim rejected Apr.29, 1879. 


“GEO. W. McELVAIN, P.O. West Fork, age 56. Private Co. H, lst Regt. 
Mounted Rifles in Mexican War. Discharged at St.Louis, Mo., Aug.1848. 
Captain was Jacob Backenstos, Colonel was Loring. Applied for 3 months 
pay Apr. 17, 1879. Rejected. He had been paid Aug. 1, 1848 by William 
Singer. 


‘JOSEPH W, ESTEP, age 46 was Private in Capt. Josiah Little's Co., 
Independent Illinois Cav. Vols., War with Mexico, -Claim rejected. He 
was paid in July 1848 by John Bergh. Py " 


Mary J. Rivercomb, widow of GEORGE RIVERCOMB deceased, who was a Co- 
rporal in Capt. Douglas'H. Cooper's Co., Ist Regt. of Miss, Rifles in 
War with Mexico, Entered in 1846. He died in Fayetteville 12 Dec. 1879. 
Applicat ior for pension sent: 22 Jan., 1887. Witnesses: John A. Gilbert 

and Sarah L, Dickson, 


Rachel £, Putman, aidow of DANIEL T.; PUTMAN. who was a Private in 
Capt. Stephen B. Enyart's Co., Mounted Vols,, in War with Mexico. He 
died in Washington County, Ark., July 5, 1864. They were mrried by 
’ Rev. John Holcomb 14 Feb., 1841. He was mustered in at Fort Smith 15 
June 1847. Was discharged at Mier, Mexico, on 2 Nov., 1847 for dis- 
ability. Application for pension made out 24 Jan., 1887. Witnesses 
‘were C.C.Conner and W.L.Alexander, Claim allowed July 2, 1887.. 


JAMES A. WATSON applied for pension increase Oct. 3, 1881. He was a 
Private in Co. I, lst Alabama Regt., War with Mexico, 1846. His dis- 
ability - chronic diarrhea on Rio Grande. Age 59. Increase allowed. He 
goes on the rolls at $12. per. month from Jan, 12, 1882. 


ALEXANDER BADS, 63): years of age, was a member of Co. F, 3rd Indiana 
Vols., War with Mexico; in Capt. Isaac Boardman's Co. Enlisted at New 
Albany, Ind., in '47. Was discharged at New Orleans in '47 or '48, Sam 
West and J. E. Oliver, witnesses, Claim allowed at $8 per month from 
“Jan, 29, 1887, hg 6 


_. ROBERT L. GIBSON, 75 a enlisted at Athens, Tenn., on 9 Nov., 
1847 in Co.C, Capt. John C. Vaughan commanding. Was discharged at Mem- 
phis, Tenn.’ Claim allowed July 2, 1887 at $8 per month. 


ISRAEL BOREN, age 62, was Private in Capt. W.B.Dagley's Co,, Texas 
Regt., Col.Bourland commanded, War with Mexico. Sent application for 
‘3. months pay. Rejected. ISRAEL BOREN applied for Land Warrant Apr. 15, 
* 1879. He enlisted at Paris, Tex., May 1847 and was discharged at San 
Antonio Oct. 1847. ; 


George H. Rieff and Emma B. Rieff, heirs of JOSEPH FEN RIEFF , _who 
was a 2d Lieutenant in Capt. StephenB.Enyart's Co., War with Mexico, 
He was born at Nashville, Tenn., on 2 June 1825. Was killed at Pine 
Bluff, Ark., on 25 Oct., 1863. His wife died at Fayetteville, Ark., 
April 1, 1878. Application disallowed. He had been paid, 


JOHN H. RIEFF, age 61, applied for Pension. He enlisted June 5, 1847 
in Capt. Stphen B. Enyart's Co., was discharged at Camargo, Mexico, 
June 23, 1848. He was born in Wilson Co., Tenn. in 1825. Claim allowed 
March 1888, 


Sarah Chapman, aged 76, widow of WILSON CHAPMAN, deceased, who was 
member of Capt. Stephen B. Enyart's Co., War with Mexico. Enlisted at 
Fort Smith June 5, 1847. Died in Washington County, Ark., 24 July, 
1875. Claim allowed Jan. 29, 1887. 


JASON BARNES, aged 63, enlisted at Knoxville, Ten., in Nov. 1847. 
Was member of Capt. Julius Jugg's Co., Sth Regt., Tenn.Vols., Col. 
Geo. S. McClendon, in War with Mexico. Was discharged at Memphis. 
Claim allowed August 1887. 


JONATHAN McCRARY, P.O. Farmington, aged 59, was a member of Cant. 
John C. Vaughan's Co., 5th Regt., Tenn. Vols., War with Mexico. He 
applied for disability, note for age. Dr. W.B. Welch's affidavit sent. 
Claim allowed October 1887. 


Margaret J. Lee, widow of PRYOR LEE, a soldier of the War with Mex- 
ico. Applied for pension Mar. 29, 1887. Witnesses: James R. Cox and 
John P. Scott. Claim allowed Nov. 7, 1887. 


PHILIP WILLIAMS, P.O. West Fork, was a soldier inthe Mexican War. 
Enlisted at Sparta, Tenn., in Oct. 1847 in Co.F, 12 Régg. Capt Howard 
was his captain, Was discharged at New Orleans in Aug. 1848. Claim 
allowed 1888, 


DAVID ROBINSON, P.O. Maguire's Store. He was a Mexican War veteran. 
Applied for pension Aug. 6, 1887. Drew a land warrant No. 16-144 and 
dated Aug. 1, 1849 and signed by Z. Taylor, President. Was member of 
Capt. Charles Pelham's Co., 2d Ark, Regt. Was stationed at Fort Wayne, 
Benton Co,, Ark. Was mustered in July 9, 1846 and served till Feb.28, 
1847. Claim allowed and certificate issued Dec. 10, 1887. 


THOS. J. KELLY, age 62. Private in Capt.C.C.Danley's Co., under Cod. 
Arch Yell, War with Mexico. Sent application for Land Warrant Apr. 7, 
1879.;, Rejected because Land Warrant 45497 for 160 acres was issued to 
him under Act of 1847. 


Pension Claim No. 6557 of Semantha Wilcox, widow of NATHAN WILCOX 
who was a member of Capt.Stephen B. Enyart's Co., War with Mexico 1846 
1847. She is 69 years of age.’ She made application to draw his back 
pension. He drew $4 per month. He died Apr. 30, 1873, at Clarksville, 
Texas. His certificate was destroyed during the late (Civil) war. Her 
oath as to the destruction of the certificate was sent Feb. 29, 1876. 
Witnesses to attest her mark were J.L.Carlile and A.W.Conner. 
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U.SsHARRIS, age 49, Private in Co.C, 5th Regt, Tenn.Inf.Vols in War 
with Mexico. His Captain's name was John J. Reese, His Colonel was 
Geo.B.McLendon. Claim rejected Apr, 22, 1879. 


WM. B. BRODIE, member of Capt. Stephen B. Enyart's Co. in War with 
Mexico. Three months pay was paid them in 1848 but he was in Texas at 
the time and never received his. I wrote to E.B.French in regard to 
the matter Aug. 8, 1876. 


THOMAS GUNTER, P.O. Fort Smith, aged 60 years, member of Capt, James 
C. McAdams Co.C, 3rd Regt of Illinois Inf Vols. Col. Foreman was his 
Colonel. Thomas Rose was lst LéBut. and took command. Claim rejected 
Apr, 28, 1879. 


DAVID S. SMALLWOOD, aged 57, Private in Co. D, 8th Regt., Virginia 
Inf. Vols., War with Mexico 1846. His Captain's name was McRay. Was 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. Application sent Mar.30, 1879. 


PHILLIP TRAMMEL, P.O. PRAIRIE Grove, Ark., aged 48, was a pensioner 
of the Mexican War and was dropped from the rolls for disloyalty. He 
w.as drawing $4 per month. He was a Private in Co.I 3rd Regt Illinois 
Inf, The-Regiment was commanded by Col. Foreman, I made A oeeg ear to 
have him restored, to the rolls: May 21, 1878. 


WM. H. PORTER, a a ee in Capt. Geo. W. McCowan's Co., 2d Regt., 
East Tenn. YVols., commanied by Col. Wm,.Haskill, in the Mexican war in 
1846, I wrote for his Land Warrant 14 Dec., 1877. His P.O. address is 
Hazel Grove, Washington County, Ark. ; 


. There are other names of applicants for Mexican War pensions ‘in the 
Reed ledger about whom no detailed information is given. We are list- 
ing these with home address at the time the pension application was 
filed, most of them in the 1870s and 1880s. 


John Jones, Clifty John Rizley, Fayetteville 
Mark Cline, Fayetteville John Peerson, Fayetteville 
John Thomas, Fayetteville Thos. M. Campbell, Fayetteville 
Aw V. Rieff, Charleston Wm. Wilbanks, Fayetteville 
James P. Neal, Prairie Grove Green W. Sherry, Fayetteville 
Jessee Blakemore, Billingsley Benj. F. Skinner, Cincinnati ° 
James Henry, Springdale Wesley W. Wilson, Yoes Store 
Thomas Putman, Woolsey's Store Jack Hatfield, Van Buren 
George Gardner (California) Moses Malone, Fayetteville 
Hiram Cain, Huntsville James Young, Fayetteville 
----- Armstrong, Huntsville Timothy Haney, Fayetteville 
Preston Chandler, Evansville WM. A. Throckmorton's widow 
Harvey Edmiston, Boonsboro Abraham Thompson, Fayetteville 
dames Yates, Boonsboro - Mark Castelbury, Fayetteville 
Lewis Collins, Cincinnati Joel Webb, Maguire's Store 
Alexander Beaty, Rhea's Mill A. W.. James, Fayetteville 
‘William Marrs, Evansville Wm, Quesenbury, Boonsboro 
Frank Marrs, Evansville John A. Gilbert, Fayetteville 
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WASHINGTON COUNT Y POST OFFICES 


The list of Washington County post offices and postmasters that has 
been published serially in FLASHBACK was based on photostats of the 
original records dating back to 1829. The original records are in the 
National Archives in Washington. 

In an effort to bring our County's postal history up to the present, 
we requested further records from the Post Office Department in Wash- 
ington. These records, published below, supply much additional inform- 
ation. However, there is some repetition. -So we ask our readers to 
compare these lists with those published earlier. 

This is the first attempt at publishing a complete list of Washing- 
ton County post offices and postmasters since the Goodspeed list which 
was published exactly 70 years ago. -- WJL 


Office Postmaster Service 


ARNETT.........Wm. A. Thompson.....Apptd 2-25-1927, resigned 8-4-1936, 
resignation withdrawn and retired 4-30-51 


BALDWIN........Jesse F. Moore, apptd 11-1-1898, retired 5-31-1941 
Arthur Moore, apptd Actg PM June 6, 1941 
T. Arthur Moore, apptd 7-21-1941. Died 2-11-1954 
Mrs.Nora A. Moore, apptd Actg PM, declined appointment 


Office discontinued June 30, 1955. 


BLACKBURN...... John H. Mannon, apptd 6-23-24, resigned 2-29-1932 
John D. Southorn, apptd Actg PM 4-16-32, resigned 
Mrs. Clara M. Mannon, apptd 6-1-1948 


Office discontinued June 30, 1952 


BRENT WOOD...... John W. May, apptd 10-30-1900, resigned 
Mrs, Minnie C. Jett, apptd 3-15-1926. Resigned 
Mrs. Florence Prater, commissioned PM 10-4~-1930 


DURHAM) a cctetstavete -Norman B. Harris, confirmed 11-26-27; resigned 
Oliver Larkin Sunch, confirmed as PM 7-24-43. Resigned 
Shirley Thornsberry, apptd Actg PM 2-11-1945 
Lula M. White, apptd PM 12-7-45 


REXCING Sic ieielelete .-Thelma Jones, confirmed 7-29-1929; name changed by 
marriage to Thelma Stokenburg 12-24-1931; deceased 
4-4-1934, 


Sidney E. Williams, Actg PM 5-4-34 

Price Jones, Actg PM 6-7-34 

Mrs. Dewey Carter, confirmed as PM 12-27-1934. Served 
until death Apr. 4, 1945 

Samuel E. Carter, Actg PM 4-16-45 

Jack B. Carter, confirmed as PM 6-23-1947 


ELM SPRINGS....Robert H. Clayton, apptd May 15, 1897. Resigned 
Florence Venable, commissioned May 12, 1913. Name changed 
by marriage to Mrs. Florence Venable Goatcher. 
Retired June 30, 1947. 
Cora Delozier, apptd Actg PM July 25, 1947, commissioned 
permanent PM Aug. 9, 1948 


Sie 


Shs 


EVANSVILLE.....May Young, confirmed Aug.16, 1926. Removed from office. 
John M. Bellamy, apptd Actg PM 9-21-33, confirmed as 
PM 12-14-33. Deceased Oct.:9, 1939. 
Sallie M. Bellamy, apptd Actg PM 10-18-39, confirmed 
as PM 2-24-40, mame changed by marriage to Spinks» 
Nov. 19; 1941. 


FAYETTEVILLE. . Mare A. Stice, confirmed as PM 1-8-30; com. expired. 
' *Ajylan M. Wilson; commissioned 3-19-34, then re-appointed 
June 1938. -Deceased Dec. 16, 1942. 
Bert ". Watson, apptd Actg PM Dec. 31, 1942 
Alonzo 'D: McAllister, confirmed as PM 7~6-43 


GOSHEN.........Thomas D. Clark, apptd June 29, 1925. Deceased. 
Ray A. Turpen, Actg PM Aug. 16, 1933 
eaten Charlie.E. Mayfield, apptd 1-31-34, served to Sept. l, 

1936, resigned without prejudice 

Wm. E. Spradling, apptd PM 10-3-36, permanent PM 1-16-37, 
resigned Sept. 24, 1937 

Andrew V. Tisdale, apptd Actg PM 12-22-52, permanent PM 

- 6-20-53, retired 11-30-53. 


GREENLAND......Charles E. Wilson, commissioned 12-16-24. Deceased. 
Jacob E. Yoes, apptd PM. Dec. 10, 1925 
Trella Yoes, commissioned’ PM . June 26, 1926 
John Morris, apptd PM April 30, 1930 


Office discontinued Oct. Sirol 


BARRES aa sren eas Paul Smith, Actg PM 9- 21-31 
Fred R. Perry, apptd 3-3-32, resigned Wel soy an 
Mrs. Freida R. Perry, apptd 1-27-38, resigned 
Fred Raymond Perry, apptd PM 11-6-1,2, resigned 6-30-46 
Mrs. Jimmie M. Parker, commissioned PM 2-4-47 


HAZEL VALLEY...Clark M. Jarnagan, apptd 1-14-31, removed 
‘Paul Stonesifer, apptd 11-29-33, resigned . 
‘Mrs, Anna Stonesifer, apptd Actg PM 1-26-43 
Mrs. Pauline M. Skelton, apptd Actg PM 9-2-43, then permanent 
PM 12-10-43, resigned voluntarily 
_ Mrs, Hazel Parrish, served short time (no dates available) 
Mrs. Ruby May Robbins, apptd 12-31-45 


Office discontinued April 30, 1951 


HEGKS ieee ce e.4 David B. Phelps, apptd 1-9-30, died Oct. 6, 1933 
Benjamin F. Kimon, apptd 1-30-33, resigned 9-29-33 
Mrs, Maude Reed, apptd Actg PM 5-25-34, .permanent PM 
6-20-34, served until Aug. 27, 1934 
Office later discontinued 


JOHNSON. ....... Green B. Hanks, apptd June 23, 1904, resigned 
Chas. W. Thompson, commissioned May 21, 1913, .resigned 
‘Hugh Lichlyter, commissioned PM Aug. 30, 1916; 
retired’ Feb. 28, 1947 
Mrs. Cliffie Combs, Actg PM Mar. 24, 1947, then apptd PM 
April 28, 1948; commissioned May 21, 1948 


AT3: 


LINCOLN........-Myrtle D. Reed, apptd Dec. 11, 1928; resigned 
Polk C. Miller, apptd Actg PM Apr. 15, 1933 
Clark H. Griscom, apptd Actg PM Nov. 20, 1934 
Walter Finley, apptd July 15, 1938; resigned 
Raymond LLoyd Huffaker, apptd Actg PM June 15, 1949 
Alfred Wade Bishop, apptd PM Sept. 16, 1950 


MAYFIELD......-Mrs. Virgie M. Davisson, apptd May 29, 1936; resigned 
Loy E. Harris, commissioned PM 10-12-27; retired 
J. H. Harris, apptd Actg PM 1-20-1956 


MORROW.........Samuel L. Carmack, commissioned 5-16-29; resigned 
Ernest W. Baugh, apptd Actg PM Sept.4, 1933; then PM 
Nov. 9, 1935, resigned without prejudice 9-18-1942 
Samuel L. Carmack, aprtd Actg PM 10-8-42, then PM 12-1-42 


ODELRL 2 oc-00 os -Arthur Wilhite, served from 1930 to 1932 and then resigned 

Robert E. Richey, apptd Actg PM in June and served to 
September 1934 

Bert B. Brock, apptd Actg PM in March 1935 

Mrs. Nora G. Brock, apptd 1-24-36; resigned without. prejudice 

Mrs. Retha G. Rose, apptd PM in April 1939; resigned 

Mrs. Florence Harris, apptd Actg PM 102-43, then PM 1-6-44; 
resigned voluntarily 

Mrs. Doris I. Dobbs, apptd Actg PM 6-21-50, then PM 9-15-50 


Office discontinued Nov. 30, 1955 


RHA Ys ce smmrclersic ete -Laura D. Sharrock, apptd Actg PM Aug. 12, 1931 
Mrs. Veda P.Ditmars, nominated as PM, declined nomination 
Henry F. Browers, apptd 4-21-32, resigned 9-14-32 
Sam S. Maxwell, apptd 10-10-32; deceased 12-8-33 
Mrs Maude L.Maxwell, apptd 12-9-33, resigned 12-27-35 
Mrs, Gayle R. Johnson, apptd 1-21-35, served to March 10, 

1938, resigned without prejudice 

Mrs. D. Matthews, apptd 4-3-38, resigned May 13, 1938 
Wm. Lester Beaver, apptd 4-30-40; resigned June 7, 1940 
Mrs. Roberta Beaver, apptd 12-1-40; resigned 1-16-41 
Mrs. Ethel G- Smythe, apptd 11-9-43; resigned 4-1-44 
Mrs. Roberta Beaver, apptd 11-23-44; commissioned 3-7-45 


SAVOY..........-Martin L. Babcock, apptd 11-24-30; resigned 12-6-34 
Russell L. Cowan, apptd 1-19-35; resigned 8-14-39 
Sylvia NM. Cowan, apptd 9-5-39; resigned without prejudice 
Mrs.Ola Mathews, apptd 1-f-41; resigned without prejudice 


Office discontinued Oct. 26, 1942 


SONORA \«tin/ttets ane Clara M. Donaldwon, apptd Dec. 26, 1914 
Lillie Moore, apptd 4-16-20; apptment rescinded 6-30-20 
Clara M. Donaldwon re-apptd and served until she resigned, 
then the 


Office was discontinued Dec, 22, 1943 


SPRINGDALE..... Edwin S.fhompson, apptd 12-19-27; served to 12-19-31 
John R. Joyce, apptd PM April 30, 1932 
James Watson, apptd May 7, 1935; commission expired 
Robert O. Hannah, apptd Aug. 1, 1940, executive order 


SW 


SPRING VALLEY, .Lawrence A. Sanders, apptd 2-4-04; retired 1-31-1940 
Red J. Sanders, apptd Actg PM 2-1-40, then PM 5-15-40 


STRICKLER......Wm. A. Bartholomew, avptd 1-20-22, resigned 
Mrs. Alta Copeland, apptd 1-l-41, resigned 
Mrs. Effie pes apptd 4-4-3 
Office discontinued A 19 


SUMMERS ......0. Ralph Swagerty, apptd 8-11-22; resigned without prejudice 

Hillry R. Gibson, apptd Actg PM Oct. 1, 1935 

John Q. Karnes, apptd 3-19-35; trans to rural carrier 

Geo, S. Leopard, apptd 7-1-42; resigned without prejudice 

Ruth V. Gibson, apptd 7-30-42. Office made presidential 
July 1, 1945 

Ruth V. Gibson, name changed to Kirk by marriage, 
apptd PM Oct. 10, 1945. Office relegated July 1, 1947, 
Mrs, Ruth Kirk apptd PM July 9, 1947 


SUNSET sres.c es Mrs, Lydia M. Dockery, apptd 11-27-25; deceased 9-9-38 
Wm. H. Dockery, apptd Oct. 1, 1938 
Office discontinued April 30, 1951 


TONTITOWN.-..... Mrs. Rose Morsani apptd 1-31-18; retired 3-31-54 
Richard Pete Rose, apptd 3-31- 51, as Actg PM bal 5=55 
Office mde Presidential July 1, 1955 


VALE. oipis-5i0 Hss0' .Wm. E. Carpenter, apptd 9-4-24; resigned 10-28-33 
Raymond M. Goff, apptd 12-12-33; resigned 4-13-35 
Overton L. Harris, apptd 5-8-35; resigned 2-8-37 
James Calico, apptd 3-1-37; resigned 1-4-38 
Overton L. Harris, apptd 1-18-38; retired -5-31-51 
Office discontinued May 31, 1951 


WEST. FORK......Ed C. Sample, commissioned 11-17-1921; 12-17-1925; 12-16-1929; 
office relegated July 1, 1932 
Ernest .A. Stockburger, apptd under Presidential 2-6-34; 
re-apptd 7-1-35 and 3-16-46. Retiired because of age. 
Elbert R. Robinson, actg PM 9-30-55; confirmed 7-19-56 


WHEELER... 2... «Hiram P, Richardson, apptd July 16, 1906 
Hugh D. Rollins, apptd Oct. 29, 1914; resigned 
Ada E. Hodgson, apptd May 13, 1919; resigned 3-15-41 
Ruth R. Stephens, apptd May 17, 1941; resigned with out 
prejudice 10-8-42 
Ada WW. Hodgson, apptd Jan. 12, 1945 


WINSLOW. ... 2.04% Stella I. Winn, apptd 12-19-31 
Robert L. Maddox, apptd 5-20-32 
Joe Davidson, apptd 5-7-36;. trans to rural carrier 
Jack Stockburger, apptd 11-2-42 (military leave) 
Paul Stonesifer, apptd Sept. 21, 1943 
Mrs. Agnes Stockburger, apptd Apr . Cs 1945 
Jack V. Stockburger, apptd 7-21-46; trans to rural carrier 
Paul Stonesifer, apptd 7-1-47; trans to rural carrier 7-31-51 
Kenneth R. Bradley, apptd PM Apr. 13, 1952 
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SULPHUR CITY...Otis A. Drain, apptd 8-3-31; resigned without prejudice 
Mrs. Lizzie Price, apptd 3-25-37 
Austin F. Reed, apptd 5-27-37; resigned without prejudice 
Mrs. Carrie Reed,apptd 1-27-42; resigned without prejudice 
Mrs. Flossie Foster, apptd 10-1-42; resigned voluntarily 
Austin F. Reed, apptd 3-11-43; resigned voluntarily 
Everett W. Price, apptd 2-28-46 
Howard T. Youngpeter, apptd 6-30-47; resigned voluntarily 
Austin F. Reed, apptd 2~5-48; involuntarily separated 

Office discontinued 


WOOLSEY.....- ..Lee B. Skillern, apptd 10-7-31;. resigned voluntarily 
Lois Skillern, apptd May 28, 1940; resigned 
Mrs. Mabel I. Burger, apptd 12-12-41; name changed by 

marriage to Clark 
Mrs, Mabel Clark, apptd Oct. 7, 1946 
Frank C. DuShane, apptd July 9, 1948 
Mrs, Lena McKinney, apptd Actg PM Oct.9,1948; resigned 
Victor G. Holtzinger, apptd Mar.15, 1950; resigned 
Claude L. Strice, apptd Jan.31, 1955 
Office discontinued 


WYOLAsicipfefadpecene Raymond Hughes, apptd Aug. 26, 1929 
James T. Dillard, apptd Oct. 12, 1943 
Mrs. Violet Hughes, apptd May 15, 1944 
Office discontinued 


81 YEARS AGO 
(. from the Arkansas Sentinel, July 31, 1878 ) 


Stage Line, from Fayetteville to Alma. Best route over Boston Moun- 
tain. Woolem & Brown are running a daily line of hacks to Alma, making 
all connections with the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad. All day- 
light, and no walking over Boston Mountain. Little Rock is connected 
by stage and telegraph, with Fayetteville, by this route, in 10 hours. 
E.J.Woolem and J.M.Brown, proprietors. For particulars, apply at the 
Mountain Hotel to L.J.Hickman, Agent. 


Fisher's Stage Line. Leaves Fayetteville for Alma on Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Fridays at 7.a.m. Arrives at Alma next morning at 5 o'clock. 
Leaves Fayetteville for Van Buren am Fort Smith Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays, arriving at Van Buren next morning at 4 a.m., making 
connection with passenger trains for Little Rock. 


Faster Mail. The postoffice department has ordered an increase. of 
speed on the route from Alma to Fayetteville and from Fayetteville to 
Peirce City, to take effect the 10th of August. The new schedule will 
be 12 hours from Alma to this place, and 17 hours between here and 
Peirce City. This will bring the news several hours earlier. 


‘Reed & Ferguson, Flour Mill. Our mill is in good repair and doing as 
good business as ever. Best brands of flour delivered anywhere in the 
city for $2.50 per 100 pounds. Cash and goods paid for wheat. 
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“Miscellaneous Claims from G.\/.M.Reed's Ledger 


Although Capt. George W. M. Reed of Fayetteville was chiefly con- 
cerned with pension applications, his ledger contains entries of mis- 
cellaneous claims against the government. On page 326 of the ledger is 


this entry: 


Mark and Richard Bean claim was for $15,000. They received. : 
$14,200, The Bill passed Congress the night of the 3d of 
March 1857, It was passed through by A.B.Greenwood, M.C.from 
this District, A.M.Wilson attended to it, It was among the 
last things attended to that Session. I wrote R.A.Burton 
(Reed's partner in Washington, D.C.) April 27, 1880, giving 
him full details of. dates by Wilson. The Beans got $8,000 
worth of lands, a... 

This was‘ undoubtedly a speculative claim onthe part of Capt. Reed. 


It would be interesting to knowthe details of the governmert's set- 
tlement with the pioneer Beans, both of whom were dead when Reed re- 


vived their claim in 1880. 


Another unusual claim listed in the Reed ledger reads as follows: 


Auditor of the Treasury for the Post .. 
1877 -- Names of parties who have made 
to collect on Mail Routes in ante- 


Wrote John McGrew, 
Office Department. - 
Power of Attorney to me, 


~bellum times: . 
W.B.Taylor, Route No. 7987. Due $500. Wrote Colonel Gunter 


Feb, 6, 1878 and Dec, 11, 1882. 
Thomas. Phelan et al. Routes Nos. 7885, 7886 and 7898. $250 


due. This claim paid off 31 May, 1868. 
Alfred Davidson, Mail Route No. 10630. He was paid up to 


Aug. 1, 1860. His route was from Springfield,Mo. to Forsyth, 
‘Taney County, Mo, 


CIVIL WAR CENTENNIAL 


‘The national Civil War Centennial Commission, Washington, D.C., has 
issued a list of 25 Centennial observances already planned for 1961- 


1965. They include the following in this area: 


July 5, 1961 - Commemoration at Carthage, Mo., sponsored by the 
Missouri State Centennial Commission and the Carthage Chamber of Com- 


merce, 

Sept. 18, 1961 - Reenactment, of battle at Lexington, Mo., sponsored 
by the Missouri state commission. 

March 6, 1962 - Dedication ceremony at Elkhorn Tavern, Ark., spon- 


sored by Arkansas Civil War Centennial Commission. 
1963-1965 - Restoration of Confederate capitol at Washington, Ark. 


(Hempstead County. 


SCHOOL 


DISTRICT 163 and LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH 


at Dutch Mills 1900 


We are able to present this interesting old picture through the cour- 


tesy of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Patterson of our Society, who loaned us the photo- 
graph from which this copy was made, and Felix Kimbrough of Oklahoma 
City, who secured the identification of most of the sixty pupils in the Dutch 
Mills school of 59 years ago. 


The teachers were Professor M. L. Lawrence, the bearded gentleman 


in the center of the group, and Miss Mag Goddard, who stands at the ex- 
treme right. Professor Lawrence’s tombstone in the Dutch Mills cemetery 


says: 


cator. 


“Born Catskill, N.Y. 1837. Died Dutch Mills, Ark. 1914. A leading edu- 


A member of N.Y. Infantry.” 


Front row, left to right: Frank Karst, Frank Reed, Bennie Jones, 


Roy Ables, Bob Crozier, Karst, Ricie Robinson, Ethel Kimbrough, 
Clara Edmiston, Walters, Oma Messer, Elsie Jones, Jewel Coffey, 
Jewel Whitaker. 


Second row: Ed Barnes, Luther Jones, Luther Smith, Henry Hurst, 


Grover Whitaker, Tom Whitaker, Elmer Pyeatt, Loyd Lafferty, Oll Crozier, 
George Webber, Hassie Whitaker, Ruby Coffey, Anda Edmiston, May 
Robinson, Mary Hagen, Pode Whitaker, Orpha Collins, Bessie Jones. 


Third row: Roscoe Pyeatt, Con Edmiston, Sloan White, Collins, 
Triplet, Professor Lawrence, Bess Barnes, Susie Kimbrough, Sue 


Barnes, Ida Whillock, Pearl Webber, Oma Vickery, Calvin Whitaker, Miss 
Mag Goddard. 


Back row: Forest Jones, Mont Weber, Lynn Martin, Cynthia McCarty, 


Pearl Read, Pearl White, Jons Glenn, Addie Gibney, Robert Hodges, Eula 
Edmiston, Laura Collins, Hattie Triplet, Ethel Crozier, Mag Scott. 


HOMES ON THE LAND * * IN AN OZARK VALLEY 
Sn 


FLASHBACK takes pleasare in presenting below an unusual contribution 
-- a radio script that contains some interesting Washington County 
history. The script was written by Claiborne R. (Clay) Mobley of Wash- 
ington, D.C., formerly of \lashington County, Arkansas. 


During the 1940s and early 1950s Mr. Mobley wrote a series of radio 
programs for the Federal Land Bank's "Home on the Land" series. The 
transcriptions of these programs were used by hundreds of radio sta- 
tions all over the nation. For example, KUOA of Siloam Springs used 
all of the more than a hundred "Home on the Land" programs. 


The particular script that we are publishing, titled "In an Ozark 
Valley", was written after Mr. Mobley had visited Rollans and Caswell 
Wilson at their home place. The script was approved by Rollans Wilson 
before it was transcribed. Mr.Mobley recalls that an interesting re- 
sult was a letter froma lady belonging to this branch of the Wilson 
family who was living in California and had lost touch with the Prair- 
ie Grove relatives. 


We are publishing this script as originally written and produced, 
The author thinks that this is the only processed copy still in exist- 
ence. Mr.Mobley lives at 1933 Hileman Road, Falls Church, Va., and 
keeps up his membership in the Washington County Historical Society. 


HOMES ON THE LAND -- Script B 
(by Clay Mobley) 


Anncr: (in ringing voice) HOMES ON THE LAND! TRANscribed, true- 
2 life stories of homes on American land, with brief comment 
from I1.W.Duggan, Governor of the Farm Credit Administration. 


(Orchestra: Theme "America" up and fades out in b.g. 


Anncr: The specially written play, IN AN OZARK VALLEY, will be pre- 
sented in just a moment. It will bring you some interesting 
glimpses of life in the Arkansas Ozarks, first visited by 
Spanish and French explorers, then, after the United States 
bought the Louisiana territory, settled by immigrants from 
farther east. 


(Orchestra: Curtain music. Up and fades out in b.g.) 


Anncr: There isa legend that Hernando De Soto reached a point where 
the wild cane grew in profusion on a mountain's top. There 
are later stories of an aging hunter who came down from the 
Missouri country to winter at this spot -- a hunter named 
Daniel Boone. 


2d anncr: However, the first whites known to have settled in Washing- 
ton County, Arkansas, were inthe group from Kentucky and 
Tennessee, led by Major Jacob Pyeatte, a veteran of the 
Revolutionary army. 
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Anncr: The new community grew around the village now known as Cane 
Hill. Some of its members moved to valley farms or settled 
in the small town Ada, since renamed Prairie Grove, some 8 
miles to the north and east of Cane Hill. 


2d Anncer:Then, in 1856,- David Walker of Fayetteville, chief justice 
of the Arkansas Supreme Court, sold to his friend, William 
Wilson, a resident of Little Rock, 600 acres. The land lay 
--in the west side of the Prairie Grove valley. And in 1858 -- 


(Hammer striking wedge, slight distance) (One man splitting 
rails)....continue until cue. 


Will: (admiringly): Hey, Father, look at old Jim land on that 
: wedge, 


Wilson: He's a good man, son. Wouldn't think he was past seventy. 
Come over this way. I want you to see this strip of land. 


Will: Say, it really looks rich. When we get it fenced with those 
rails Jim's splitting, it ought to make a lot of corn. 


Wilson: It takes plenty of work to get new land ready to farm. What 
would you think of putting the barn over there on that knoll, 
just back of the site for the house? 


Will: Suits me. You know I pictured this place a lot like it is. 
I kept thinking about it all the way to New Orleans. You 
Know, I keep thinking of the things that doctor from Illi- 
nois had to say.. He was a smart man, and — 


Wilson: - (with a trace of impatience): The important thing is you got 
the gold to the bank in safety.... Son, I know you want to 
‘think things through for yourself. But you're distressing 

your mother with your talk. 


Will: I'm sorry, Father. But you've got to realize I'ma man, I 
can't watch trouble come up between two sections of the 
nation without being concerned. 


Wilson:: The South is our section, Will. Never forget that...You know, 
7 you might be happier if you'd take more interest in what's 
going on around here. 


Will: More.interest? Why, Father, you know I'm as eager as I can 
be to get the house up so Mother and the rest of the family 
can move down from Fayetteville, and to get started farming 
this new land, too. . 


Wilson: I meant interest in what's going on in the community, Son. 


Will: You mean the sort of attention John and Tony are paying to 
the militia drills in Prairie Grove? 


‘Wilson: John and Anthony are preparing to protect our new home when 
the time comes, Will. Remember that. 
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Will: (bitterly): What I can't forget, Father, is they're also 
training to fight against our Nation's flag...But we'd bet- 
ter get over to see about plowing the new land, don't you 
think? We can agree on what ought to be done there. 
(Orchestra; brief interlude) 


Anner: Thus William Wilson and his eldest son agreed on what use 
should be made of the land, even while they disagreed on one 
of the most important political problems ever to-confront 
the United States. 


2d Anncer: But if political sentiments differed, the Wilsons were of 
one mind about the land. Trees were cut, and new soil plowed. 
Crops were planted and harvested. Cattle and hogs ranged the 
forested hillsides and the natural meadows. in the warm 
‘months,and were fed from the big barn in the winter. “illiam 
Wilson also became known as a breeder of fine saddle horses. 


Anncr: The work begun on the big house in 1858 was partially com- 
pleted by 1859. Then Mrs.i/ilson moved down from Fayetteville, 
bringing with her young Andrew Wilson, who had been born in 
Pulaski County, Arkansas, March 25, 1851. And, about ten 
years after this date -- 

(Hoof beats - bucking horse - up strong continuing until cue) 


John: (Yelling): Stick with him, Andy! Stay up there! You'll make 
a soldier yet. Stay with him. 


Wilson: (Distance - fading in): What're you two up to? Can't I let 
you get on the other side of the barn without -- John! What 
on earth? Putting your brother on a bucking horse, He -- get 
out there and catch that bridle. Quickly, before -- 
(Plunging hoofs turn into gallop...receding in distance as*) 
(astounded}:Why, Andrew was controlling that horse. He -- 


John: Andy was. He was making Star buck. 
Wilson: Making him? 
John: (laughing): That's right. He wanted to show me he was big 


enough to be a soldier. 


Wilson: Which was brought on, I imagine, because you're wearing your 
uniform. What's up? Militia having a special drill? 
John: You might call it special. 


Wilson: It may need to drill. Paulson just brought me a letter from 
my friend Woodruff, in Little Rock, and some other mail. 


John: You mean William Woodruff, the Gazette publisher? 
Wilson: That's right. And one of the other letters was from Dr.Dodge. 
John: I hear he's a Colonel in the militia now, 


Wilson: So he says. He also writes that he has sold our Pulaski Coun- 
ty place for us -- at $20,000 gold. 
John: That seems a fair price. 


Wilson: I'm quite pleased with it. Dodge has sent the money to the 
bank in New Orleans for my account. Have you seen Will? 


Wilson: 
John: ~ 


Wilson: 
John: 


Wilson: 


John: 


Wilson: 


Anncr: 


od Anner: 


Anner: 


(cryptically): I've seen him. 


I want to talk with him about buying more land in this neigh- 
borhood, using the money in New Orleans. Woodruff writes 
that war has already begun with the North, and farm produce 


may be badly needed before long. 


Will got that news before you did, Father. 


Why do you say it that way? where is Will? 
He's gone, Father. Gone -- north. 
North? What are you trying to say? Speak up! 


Old Jim drove in to Prairie Grove this morning. He brought 
back word the Militia had been called out. Will came in as I 
was’ putting on my uniform. I told him what it was about...He 


“Started to pack his things. 


He knew how I felt. 

He said he did. He asked me to tell you goodbye because he 
didn't think you would want to see him. ‘He said he didn't 
want to take a chance on shooting Tony or me. 


Why did -he go north then? 

He said he had to serve the United States; that he was going 
to Springfield, Missouri, and enlist in their hospital corps. 
Well, I -- I've got to go myself, Father. Tony's already 
saddling up, and I — 


Wait a few minutes, John. I -- I want to write a letter... 


“People are going to say there's something the matter with 


our loyalty -- nowthat Will's proved he's not true to the 
South. 


“Well, they'd better not say it in front of me. I'll fix any- 


body who does. 


There's a way to still their tongues, John, and to help the 
South, too, I'm going to write to New Orleans and-tell the 
bank to buy $20,000 in Confederate bonds with the gold -- 
that's the letter I want you to take with you as you go out 
to fight. 

(Orchestra - brief interlude) 

War needs for food kept those on the Wilson farm busy. Then, 
as war years must, the war years passed. John and Anthony 
did not. return. A daughter, Hattie, died of a childhood dis- 


ease, Humble in victory, Will, Junior, returned home and was 


forgiven by his father. 


Meanwhile, young Andrew Wilson _and his brother Albert were ~ 


growing up. 


During the war, Andrew had befriended a fugitive guerilla 
who rewarded him with a present of a spirited colt. Will, 
Junior, set out one Lord's Day to ride the colt to Sunday-= 
School. The animal reared, fell backward. The saddle horn 
pierced the chest of young Will and life was crushed from 
him. Andrew and Albert became heirs to the Wilson farm. 
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2d Anncr: In 1872 William Wilson and his heighbors joined ina campaign 
to have Arkansas Industrial University, newly authorized by 
the state legislature, established in Washington County. 
Still short of cash because of his generous purchase of Con- 
federate bonds, Wilson agreed to donate 360 acres of land, 
on condition that the university site would be at VineyGrove, 
a few miles east of the Wilson place. The institution, which 
has since become Arkansas University, was established at Fay- 
etteville. 


Anncr: The years have brought mechanical progress and many changes. 
In the late 1870s, Albert ‘Jilson, now a young man, drove 
some hogs through the Prairie Grove Valley to Fayetteville, 
for shipment north. He arranged for a farmer living near 
Farmington to meet him at that point with some additional 

hogs, which Wilson was to buy and include in the shipment.. 


2d Anncr: The Wilson family story tells Albert was delayed, Anda 
few hours after he was scheduled to arrive in Farmington, we 
find the farmer telling the proprietor of a general store in 
that place -——'° 


Farmer: I'm gettin' tired and the boys can hardly keep the hogs from 
straying. I'll bet four bits 'Bert Wilson hasn't even passed 
Prairie Grove yet. 


Merchart: For a dime I can find out whether he has. 


Farmer: (incredulously): You mean somebody will saddle up and ride 
eight miles and back for a dime? ... If you do, here's 
your money. 

(cash drawer opening) 


Merchant: I didn't say anything about anybody riding over there, Still, 
I'll. find out for you right away. I'11 just put your dime in 
the cash drawer here, and -- 

(phone ringing -- old-fashioned, hand-cranked instrument -- 
repeats.) 

Farmer: What you doing there? 


Merchant: Hello! Hello! Prairie Grove. 
Farmer: (indignantly): Hey, you can't hocus-pocus me. Give me -- 


Merchant: (calming farmer): Just a minute...(to instrument): Is Doctor 
McCormick around there, Central?...No, nobody's sick. I just 
wanted to ask if anybody had seen Albert ‘Wilson driving some 
hogs toward Farmington...WHO?... Sam Marrs?...How long ago? 
Yes, I reckon you're right...Thanks...Goodbye. 

(Receiver.on hook) 


Farmer: I don't know what you're trying to put over. But if you think -- 
Merchant: Do you know Sam Marrs? 
Farmer: Of course I know Sam Marrs. But if you -- 


Merchant: Well, if you'll listen I'll tell you what he said. He started 
from here to Prairie Grove this morning and just got there, 
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Farmer: I suppose he would have about time. But why're you trying to 
en make out you can talk into a box and —- _ 


Merehant : This: Soe is a telephone. And I just learned over it. ‘that Sam 
Marrs passed Albert.'Jilson as he was fording the ‘Illinois 
with: his herd of hogs. Bert ought to be here any minut e now. 


Farmer: Now, look, Mister. I don't know anything about telephones or 
other monkey business. But I have to work for my money, and 
I want back my dime. Give it to me before I -- 


(Grunting hogs, etc...Coming up strong...continuing until cue.) 
Now what? If those boys have let my hogs get away and -- 
Merchant: Your hogs! You might look to see who's driving this bunch. 


Farmer; . Why, it -- it's Bert ‘‘ilson. Say, Mister, I guess I ought to 
apologize tq you. I don't know how that talking box you call 
a telephone works -- but it sure worked! 
(Hog sounds out...merging into Orchestra: brief interlude) 


2d ‘Anncr: Today, two Wilson brothers, Rollans and Caswell, farm 780 
acres, including much of the original Wilsontract. Like 
their grandfather, they are pioneers. Pioneers. in testing 
out and utilizing new methods. They led the way in the Ark- 
ansas Ozarks in. planting Kawvalle wheat which increased 
yields by several bushels per acre. For many years they have 
raised and marketed Laredo Soy Bean seed, and fine hogs and 
cattle, and other crops suited to the Ozark area. 


Anncr: Farm needs and methods change with the years. And here once 
more is a word from I.W.Duggan, Governor of the Farm Credit 
Administration, about some of the things your government is 
doing to help the farmer in our time. 


—~ j;».: (Orchestra: brief interlude) 


Anncr: Under terms of the Federal Farm Loan Act, you may be helped 
to acquire a farm home or to re-finance an existing farm 
mortgage upon more favorable terms. To obtain full. informa- 
tion, write HOMES ON THE LAND in care of this station. Or,if 
you prefer, you may address the Farm Credit Administration, 
Washington, D.C, 


Anner: =), (in ringing voice): HOMES ON THE LAND! 


CORRECT ION 
In the July 1959 issue of FLASHBACK , page 20, there appeared a list 
of ‘ashington County men who died in World War I. Two Farmers are 
named -- David E. and Earl D. We now learn that this was one and the 


same man, His brother, Ernest sinsiae lives at Greenland and is an em- 
ployee of, the sevens ime 


SOCIETY CITES DR. WILL MOCK AS 
DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN 


Dr. Mock at start of his career 


The Washington County Historical Society honored itself July 19 
when it honored Dr. Will Hugh Mock by presenting him with the Society’s 
“Distinguished Citizen’ citation. The ceremony was held at the home of 
the veteran physician at Prairie Grove and was attended by some 200 of 
Dr. Mock’s friends from all over northwest Arkansas. 


Roy A. Scott, president of the historical society, presided. Dr. Fount 
Richardson, chairman of the “Distinguished Citizens’ award committee, 
introduced the speaker for the occasion, Dr. H. E. Buchanan. The latter 
spoke in a reminiscent vein of his long acquaintance with the honoree and 
of the services that Dr. Mock has rendered the people of the Prairie Grove 
Valley for 63 years. 

Dr. Mock responded with a short talk. He mentioned the hardships 
and rewards of a pioneer doctor and said if he were offered the opportunity 
he would choose the same calling and the same field of service. President 
Scott then presented the honoree with the citation, handsomely framed and 
signed by the officers and directors of the Society. Mrs. Julia Zellner 
Thompson read an original poem. 


Following the ceremony on the front lawn, the guests were invited 
into the Mock home for refreshments. There was much talk, as acquaint- 
ances who hadn’t seen each other in a long time reviewed the past. It 
seems that nearly everybody in Prairie Grove is cousin to everybody else. 


I should like to add my own tribute to Dr. Will Mock. I don’t remem- 
ber when I first met him. But I do know that every time I have seen him 
and spoken with him during the past quarter century, he has given me a 
bit of praise and encouragement for my efforts on behalf of Washington 
County history. He is a kind man and a friendly man and in every sense 
of the word a distinquished citizen of our County. 


—W. J. Lemke 


WILL ATTEMPT RESTORATION OF TWO PIONEER CEMETERIES 


This is an account of the devotion to family of one member of the 
Washington County Historical Society -- Alan G. Skelton of Vicksburg, 
Miss. His parents moved from Fayetteville when he was only a year old. 
This past summer he brought his wife and children to Fayetteville for 
visit. He planned to locate the graves of his grandparents, John Thad- 
deus Skelton and Mary Vernon Skelton, and the graves of his great 
grandparents, Robert and Rebecca Vernon. He enlisted the aid of anoth- 
er Skelton-Vernon descendant, Robert R. Logan of our Society. 


Mr, Logan took him to the Skelton cemetery, a quarter mile due east 
of the Veterans Hospital ( the approach is from the Zion road ) and to 
the Vernon cemetery at Oxford Bend. They. found both graveyards over- 
grown with brush and creepers. Trees have pushed some tombstones over. 
Also, there is building going on near the Skelton cemetery, with some 
new streets cut in from the Zion road. An errant bulldozer could easi- 
ly destroy this old burial ground. 


It is now planned to eliminate the vines and brush by using a chemi- 
cal weed killer, Mr.Skelton has written to some 20 Skelton descendants 
in various parts of the country, suggesting that each contribute to a 
fund ‘to restore these pioneer cemeteries. It occurs to us that other 
members of our Society might like to have a part in this good work. 
If so, send your check to. A.G.Skelton, 103 Stonewall Rd., Vicksburg, 
Miss., or to our historical society.. 


If you would like to visit these pioneer cemeteries, you can reach 
the Skelton burying ground by driving out the Zion road 2 or 3 blocks 
and turning west up one of the new streets. The cemetery adjoins the 
Jug Wheeler property. Here are buried John Thaddeus Skelton (1829- 
1908) and his wife, Mary Vernon Skelton (1836-1898) and several other 
members of this pioneer family. There are several fine old tombstones. 
Here also are buried members of the Routh, Seaton, Carter, Thatch, 
Miner, Craven and Mummert families. 


The Vernon cemetery is at Oxford Bend, on highway 45, 8 miles east 
of Fayetteville. It is in the field in front of the big house known in 
the past as the Bert Watson place or the Ray Ellis place. The thick 
grove of trees marks the site of the burial place of over a hundred 
Washington County pioneers, including Robert Vernon (1800-1869) and 
his wife Rebecca (1801-1849), also William A. Vernon (1829-1904) and 
his sister Martha. Also, Audley A. Skillern (1818-1880) and his wife 
Emoline E. (1824-1909), as well as several Skillern children who died 
before the Civil War. 


Other pioneer families represented in this cemetery are the Oxfords, 
including Jacob Oxford (1801-1872) and many other Oxfords, including 
one row of seven sardstone markers of the 1850s. This also is the last 
resting place of Samuel Gregg (1800-1865) and wife Mary (1800-1846). 
There are several Barr graves of the 1860s, Here also are the Walkers, 
including Tandy Walker (1815-1864), Adela Walker (1837-1863) and Mary 
(1844-1862) -- all three dead during the war years, Other families 
represented in this old cemetery are the Johnsons, Bakers, Foyds, 
Inglis, Ownbeys, and others, 
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... A-Letter from a Yoes Descendant 


Dear Mr.Lemke: 


On our recent visit to Arkansas, Bert Yoes of Greenland directed us 
to the Campbell cemetery. We copied the Yoes and Alexander records, 


“~~ and then went down to Alma. I have two cousins there - Mrs. Joe Teague 


‘and Eve Johnson, twin daughters’ of "Jack" W. Yoes. This Uncle John 
~. served inthe first 'Jorld War in the Princess Pat regiment and is bur- 


. ded. out of Calgary, Canada. 


‘ I could write quite a line on Granddad Jacob Yoes and his boys and 
girls -- 6 boys and 5 girls, two died in infancy. I knew Rev. Conrad 
Yoes and was at his funeral in 1891. I picked.up a memorial card on 
,. him, in Oklahoma City. Also saw a Bible he carried. He signed his name 
“in it "C. Yows". That; name came from the border of Holland and Germany 
_ and has been spelled several ways. Gr-grandfather changed the name to 
Yoes, so.Cornelius Anderson'told me. © Cornelius is the son of Margar- 


’ ette Jane Yoes and Alexander Anderson. He and his wife are both . dead 


“now. I talked.to, his son in Winslow. He lives in the log cabin that 
Granddad Jacob was living in at the start of the Civil War. 


_ Jacob Yoes was tough on the bushwhackers. He killed 50 of them, but 
"never bragged about it. I'm glad he’did, for the whackers killed: my 
~ Maternal Grandfather, Marion Francis Beakley, near Chester, Ark. 

On.our recent trip we went through quite a few cemeteries. Located 
Rev.Conrad Yoes! second wife's grave in the Jap Basam graveyard, just 
north of Mount ainburg, up the creek from the main highway. Wilsie 
“House was her name; had two children, Tillie Yoes (I have no dates on 
her) and Kisey Yoes, born 5 Nov. 1866; died 1931. 


“Twas born in Wece Fork May 22, 1885 -- about the time franddad 
aaa that 2-story brick store. Jacob had a farm out on White Kiver, 
and.I remember that I thought: that grist mill with the big water wheel 
was the. prettiest thing. And\those 250 deer he had, in a high-fenced 
‘field, surely were a sight. He sold them to a man in St.Louis. 


“A Willard James from Fayetteville traded a place down on theArkansas 
River at Moore's Rock for Granddad's holdings around West Fork, About 
that time Jacob Yoes was appointed Marshall under judge Isaac Parker. 
So, all hands went to Fort Smith. I can recall when they brought Ned 
‘Christy, in. They strapped him to a board, with his Winchester across 
his breast, and took his picture. I have a copy of "Hell on the Bor- 
der", télling all about Judge Parker's cases. I understand that Uncle 
John. compiled the material for it but Jacob would not let him publish 
it, for he did not want his name connected with it. Anyhow, it got pub- 
lsihed, and Granddad Jake's picture is right along in the front pages. 


I got the loan of a copy of Goodspeed's History of Northwest Arkan- 
sas from Mrs. Lloyd Williams of Fort Smith. She was Cecil Yoes, ‘the 
youngest daughter of James J, Yoes. . 


I'll be coming back to Arkansas one of these days. I like those 
green hills of Arkansas, also the hills of Washington where I can go 
huckleberrying up near Mt. Adams and can go deer hunting in an hour's 
ride. I've read all the FLASHBACKS and will be waiting for another, 

~- Bert C. Yoes, 
Route 2, Washougal, Wash. 


The Crawfords of Prairie Grove 


Dear Mr.Lemke: 


As a historian of the Cherokee Nation, a wide field of research is 
open, but as a member of the Washington County Historical Society, I 
cannot resist the temptation offered by the very interesting history 
of Washington County, Arkansas. Your FLASHBACKS are a gem in histor- 
ical reporting and I feel that I ama part of the early history of 
that area. To be a good historian, you have to live the part and feel 
the things that the pioneers felt. Ee 


Mrs.Carselowey and I were in Fayetteville recently, where she attend- 
ed a meeting on Mt. Sequoyah. Needless to say, I couldn't pass the 
Prairie Grove cemetery without stopping. I returned to Fayetteville on 
Sunday. to bring Mrs. Carselowey home,but again I got in some research 
at. Prairie Grove. 


You may or may not have some of the data I found there. If you don't 
I think your readers will enjoy it. 


I found the grave of Hay Crawford, born 1799, died Sept .14, 1838. 
I am of the opinion that his wife, Susan Harris Crawford, 1802-1877, 
is buried by his side on the north. At this place is a sandstone mark- 
er, with no names or dates that I could see. Hay's stone is a very old 
sandstone, round top, about 2 feet high, very dim lettering. 


Susan Harris Crawford, 1802-1877, wife of Hay Crawford, was the 
daughter of James and Susan Harris. I found the grave of Susan Harris, 
which reads "Susan, wife of James Harris", located about 10 feet south- 
west of Hay Crawford's grave. Hay Crawford, 1799-1838 (Sept. 14, 1838 
on the stone —- FLASHBACK gives 1839, which is apparently in error if 
we rely on the tombstone date of 1838) was the son of John Crawford, 
1775-1847, and Margaret Buchanan. 


Hay Crawford and Susan Harris,his wife, had a daughter, Susan Amelia 
Crawford, 1833-1879, who married Jacob Preston Carnahan, 1832-1912. 


Hay Crawford and Susan Harris had another daughter, Mary Ann Craw- 
ford, born Dec. 22, 1822; died July 1, 1824. If I read this stone 
right, then Mary Ann Crawford who died July 1, 1824 precedes "Pris- 
cilla (Percilla) Inman - "died in the spring time 1831. First grave in 
Prairie Grove" by seven years. Mary Ann Crawford's grave is south of 
Hay Crawford's grave. Susan Harris, mother-in-law of Hay Crawford, is 
almost due west, about 10 feet from Mary Ann's grave. 


Hay Crawford died in 1838; his wife Susan Harris Crawford died 1877. 
Thus she lived about 39 years after her husband's death and never re- 
. married, as shown by the following: From FLASHBACK, December 1955, 
page 7 "Carnahan Memorabilia", which says -- Contract for. making one 
set of marble grave stones, headstone 2 ft high, to be delivered and 
set up at Prairie Grove 1872. Price $18.00. Maker, C. C. Middleton. 
Signed, Susan Crawford. The stone was for Mary Ann, daughter of H and 
S Crawford." 


obs 
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This stone, above mentioned, bought. in 1872, can be seen in the 
Prairie Grove cemetery. The inscription says, "Mary Ann, dau of H and 
S Crawford, born Dec 22, 1822, died July 1, 1824." Thus we see that 
Mary Ann was 11 years older than her sister, Susan Amelia Crawford, 
1833-1879, who married Jacob Preston Carnahan, 1832-1912. We also see 
that Susan’ Crawford, 1802-1877, was age 70 when she contracted for the 

,bombstone for Mary Ann in 1872, This was five years before her death 
_in 1877. “By this document it would appear that Susan Harris Crawford 
. never re-married after the death of Hay Crawford in 1838. This is in- 
- teresting historical data of a prominent family. The grave stone of 
Susan, wife of James Harris, has no dates. They were the parerts of 
Susan Harris Crawford, 1802-1877, who signed the contract above men- 
tioned. 
; -- James Manford Carselowey, 
Adair, Oklahoma 


(Editor's note: At Mr.Carselowey's request, I checked the 
Mary Ann Crawford gravestone at PrairieGrove. He is right -- 
the death date is July 1, 1824. I made a rubbing of the in- 
scription and the 1824 shows up clearly. 

(Since there were no Crawfords nor any other settlers at 
Prairie Grove in 1824, this date presents a mystery. Either 
the gravestone maker made an error inthe date, or, more 
probable, the mother, at age 70, wanted a memorial marker 
for her first child who had died before the family came to 
Arkansas. We would be interested to hear from any of the 
Crawford descendants. -- WJL 


Who Were the Hendrys? 


Our Society has received a collection of correspondence that we are 
unable to identify. Three small envelopes carrying social invitations 
are addressed to Miss Mary Hendry. One is dated Feb. 25, 1865. The 

_ others are undated. 


There are two letters, franked with British stamps and dated Aber- 

- deen 1879 and 1880. They are addressed to Mrs. John Clancy, Fayette- 

+ ville, Arkansas, ‘Both letters begin "My dear Niece" and are signed 
,» "Janet Hendry." The letters tell of hard times in Scotland. 


. Two letters, signed Leila G., were written at Planterville, May 26, 
1885 and Hope, Ark., Feb. 15, 1893. One is addressed to "Mrs. Clancy, 
My Dear Friend" and the other "My dear Miss Mollie." There is no clue 
to the identity of "Leila G." except that she was teaching school in 
south Arkansas ard planning to get married July 8, 1885. The letters 
suggest that she was writing to her old teacher in Fayetteville. Names 
mentioned include Ben Perry, Ida Perry Patton, Julia Ryan, Ellie, and 
others. 


If any of our readers can give us information about the Hendry and 
Clancy families, we will be grateful. 


MISCELLANEOUS HISTORICAL ITEMS 
from the Thomas J. Hunt Collection 


Following is a catalog of some of the minor items in the Society's 
"Thomas Js. _ Hunt Collection": 


1. Letter to "Genl. raha Edwards, Assessor 3d District, Arkansas", 
dated Fayetteville, March 16, 1869, and signed. E. B. Harrison, Asst. 
Assessor. Letter makes corrections on assessment of Z.C.Winn. 


2, Receipt dated Fayetteville, July 6, 1869 for 12.50, reading-as 
follows: "Received of Thomas J. Hunt Esq., Assessor!3d District Arkan- 
sas, 912.50 for rent of room 20 x 22 on Public Square, Fayetteville, 
Ark., for use as an office for the month of June 1869. S. F. Paddock. 


3. Deed to 40 acres (NEL of NWi of Sec.6 Twnshp 15, Range 28), pur- 
chased by Thos.J. Hunt at Sheriff's sale for 36. Owner (Eliza Maguire) 
had fdiled to pay taxes. Deed dated Dec. 29, 1871 and signed by Geo. 
W.M.Reed, county clerk. This document bears 50-cent Internal Revenue 
stamp and superb Washington County seal (in blue). 


4, Letter to T. J. Hunt, Fayetteville, from Middleton Bros., Spring- 
field, Mo., dated May 10, 1869, explaining delay in delivering tomb- 
stone -- rain and muddy roads. 


5. Auditor's Report of Quarterly Account of Thomas J. Hunt, Assessor 
of Internal Revenue, for 4th Quarter of 1870. Report shows Assessor's 
salary for quarter $625 and Clerk's hire $325. Dated Feb. 11, 1871. 


6. Three documents (deeds and bond) bearing dates Sept.8, 1865; Oct. 
5, 1865; and Nov. 2, 1865, pertaining to purchase by Thos. J.Hunt 
from Henry Snyder of Franklin County, Mo., of lands in Range 28 and 29 
West (Washington County, Ark.). The quit claim deed filed by Geo.W.M. 
Reed, Clerk, on June 30, 1866, bears a fine Washington County seal (in 
green) and five Internal Revenue stamps (Inland Exchange, #3.55). This 
land is no in Elkins and adjoins the Elkins school campus. 


7. School work of Nora ii. Hunt, dated Fayetteville, 1887 -- nearly 
all papers bearing teacher's grade of 100. 


8, Letter from "Gunter & Vandeventer, attorneys, nay eoberiiie, Ark," 
to Col. Thomas J. Hunt, chairman Republican committee. 


9. Souvenir postcard from National Cemetery, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
addressed to Col. T.J.Hunt, Fayetteville, and signed "My best regards, 
J. V. Walker." 


10, Bond (31,000) for Charles C. Gabbert for his appearance in US 
District Court at Fort Smith, Signed, "E.B.Harrison, US Commissioner." 
Endorsed on margin: "Approved June 11, 1895. I.C.Parker, Judge." 


Il. Receipt dated Fayetteville, March 12, 1932 for $5 to Mrs. Nora 
M. Moulden "for writing her will." Signed: R. J. Wilson 


= 3h2 


=32- 


12, Receipts, as follows: 
Feb, 13, 1854 - Smith R. Moulden for sacount ‘for 1853, signed 
Stirman & Dickson 
Jan. 1854 - S.R.Moulden in full of acct for..1853. Signed, James 
Sutton ok M.C. 
at.-,:,Feb. 1, 1854 - S.R.Moulden, $5.97 in full of his taxes for 1853. 
: Z.M, Pettigrew, Shff. 
Jan. 16, 1854 - Smith R. Moulden "by'the-hands of H.W.Fincher", 
mee 615 on account. WM.M.Bowers,: pr- John S. Blakeley 
‘(Undatied) - Smith Mowlden, »25 for one fine saddle. Signed, J.P. 
To-Dunlap  +- 
Jan. 1,:1855 -S, R. Moulden, $11. (ea in full of account to date, 
al Rieff 


138 eee "Received Feb. 26, 1883, of William Hunt, four dollars 
_ in full for médical services rendered himself and wife. Tho. J. Pollard 


.,., The items in the Hunt collection have been presented to the Washing- 
syton County Historical Society by pear W. Rupert, whose wife was the 
granddaughter of Colonel T.J.Hunt. Mr.Rupert is a frequent visitor at 
our WCHS offices and delights in eee stories of the old days, 


Barly School Reports 


Through the courtesy of Frank Rupert, member of our Society, we have 
...acquired five school "report cards" {of Thomas J. Hunt) of over a cen- 
tury ago. © The reports are dated 1850 and 1851 and are signed by John 
C. Matthews, instructor. We are unable to locate definitely the site 
of this early school but believe it was located on Middle Fork at or 
near the present White House church, The "reports" read as follows: 


1. (Undated) Printed certificate headed "A Token of Esteem", It 
_ reads as follows: "This certifies that Thos. Hunt by diligence and 
good behavior merits the approbation of John C. Matthews, Inst." 


2. Oct. 4, 1850 -"This is to certify that Thos. Hunt has been first 
in his class during the present week. John C. Matthews, Inst." 


3. Nov. 1, 1850. "This certifies that Thos. Hunt has been first in 
his class during the present week. John C. Matthews, Inst." 


4. Jan..30,.1851. "This certtifies that Thos. Hunt has been first in 
his class: during the. present week. Jno. C. Matthews, Inst." 


5, Feb, 8, 1851, "This is to certify that Thos. Hunt has been first 
in all his classes during the present week. Jno.C.Matthews, Inst." 


Thomas J. Hunt was born April 28, 1840, so he was 10 and 11 years 
., old’when he ranked "first in all his classes." During the~Civil War he 
. became Colonel of the First Arkansas Cavalry USA. Later he was US In- 
‘ternal Revenue Collector and Fayetteville postmaster. As most of our 
readers know, Colonel Hunt owned afid lived in "Waxhaws", the Arch Yell 
home at the south end of College avenue in Fayetteville. He is buried 
in Evergreen.cemetery but most of his kin sleep inthe White House 
cemetery at Arnett. 
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RECENT ISSUES of ARKANSAS HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS 


Arkansas Valley Historical Papers (G.R.Turrentine, editor, Russell- 
ville). The September issue contains a valuable article on the Bell 
family -- Alex and Mary Oates Bell, who came to Pope County, Arkansas, 
in 1854. --- wehs --- 


The Heritage, published by the Crawford County Historical Society, 
(Mrs. Hugh Park, editor, Van Buren). The July 1959 issue contains the 
"Ransom Moore Papers", an important collection of pioneer records 
dated 1825-1865. 

---wehs --- 


The Pioneer, published by the Benton County Historical Society, 
(H. G. Huhn, secretary, Rogers, Ark.). Some excellent art work in the 
July issue, as well as a history of the Methodist church at Siloam 
Springs and some more of Erwin Funk's readable reminiscences. 

--- wehs --- 


Arkansas Historical Quarterly, published by the Arkansas Historical 
Association (Walter L. Brown, editor, Fayetteville). The summer issue 
is a bit on the light side -- nothing heavy. Unless you think foot- 
notes are heavy. An article by a U of Texas student has 125 footnotes 
of which 38 are "ibids". For the benefit of our readers out in the 
hills, we will explain that "ibids" are a technical device made use of 
by professional historians. 

--- wehs --- 


The July issue of the Grand Prairie Historical Society's Bulletin 
(Boyd '’. Johnson, St.Charles, Ark., editor) carried two valuable arti- 
cles -- "The Wheel and Other Farmers! Organizations" and "Fairmount" 
(an Arkansas County ghost town). From the viewpoint of history, the 
"Fairmount" article, by Mrs, Carl D. Yoke, is most important. It is 
based on the recollections of old-timers. The article on the Agricul- 
tural Wheel will interest our friends in Newton County, which had a 
newspaper called the Wheel. Membership in the Grand Prairie Historical 


Society is $1 a year. Send your dollar to the secretary-—treasurer, 
A. P. Finken, 1009 E. 9th St., Stuttgart, Ark. 
--- wehs --- 


"Chronicles of Arkansas" (Margaret Ross, editor), which appears reg- 
ularly in the Arkansas Gazette, has published a number of articles 
recently that are of more than passing interest to Washington County 
readers. Inthe July 26 "Chronicles" appeared an article about Alfred 
W. Arrington, pioneer preacher and lawyer, who sowed his wild coats 
in Fayetteville and gained fame in Chicago, In the Aug. 2 "Chronicles" 
there was an article about George Maledon, "Prince of Hangmen", who 
presided over the hanging of 60 evil-doers. The article (quoting Har- 
man's "Hell on the Border") says that Maledon tired of his hanging 
profession in 1894 and moved to Fayetteville to "take charge of an 80- 
acre farm." I don't know about the farm, but old-timers tell me that 
this accomplished hangman lived at 521 Washington Avenue in Fayette- 
ville, Maledon is unimportant from the viewpoint of history. Arrington, 
on the other hand, used a pen instead of a rope, and recorded some 
pioneer Washington County history that might otherwise have been for- 
gotten. 
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LETTERS FROM READERS 


Dear Mr.Lemke: 

How well I remember your talk at "Uncle Bill" Beaty's 100th Birthday 
celebration, in the Legion Hut at Lincoln, Ark., in July 1955. That 
day holds many fond memories that will be carried on for generations 
to come, I hope. 

I want to be a member of the “Jashington County Historical Society. 
I was born in Washington County, lived there until I was grown and 
married. My father is buried in Prairie Grove cemetery. Both of my 
brothers finished high school there and I have their graduation pic- 
tures, along with their class picture of more than 50 years ago. My © 
brothers were laid to rest last December, two weeks apart to the day. 
I amthe last. survivor of our Simpson family and feel very lonely. 

I have some interesting history concerning our pioneer ancestors in — 
Arkansas -- Reed, King, Simpson, and others. 

-- Clara E. Kendrick, 
215 S.7th St., Muskogee,Okla. 


Dear Mr.Lemke: 

I am a new member and have just read all the back numbers of FLASH- 
BACK except Volume I. It is certainly the best of the county histori-~- 
cal publications I have come across yet. Whenever you have space for 
my query, would you please print the following: 


I want to contact anyone related to or descendant of Eli Sargent 
Newsom who drowned in the White River near Fayetteville in 1898 while 
on his way to his farm with a wagon load of supplies from Fayetteville. 
He was born May 4, 1828 in Calloway County, Mo., son of Conrad Newsome 
and Lydia Sargent. Married first to Elizabeth Ann Gushwa at Fussey, 
Iowa in 1855; second to Margaret Ann Cassiday Palmer after 1860, In 
his later years he moved to Arkansas because of his wife's health. All 
of his papers and personal effects were destroyed when the house in 
which his widow was living in Sausare, S.D., burned to the ground. 


I would like to find a picture of Eli Newsom and his family. In the 
cemetery lists you have run in the FLASHBACKs, I find Samuel Sargent, 
in the Buf Scuffle cemetery; Sergeant in Brentwood cemetery; Mary Cas- 
saday in Combs cemetery; Jerry Cassaday in Prairie Township tax list 
for 1869, and Guinn in Sunset cemetery. These families may have been 
related to Uncle Eli and his wife. 


Eli Newsom's sister Lydia Newsom Logston and her husband Perry C. 
Logston at sometime lived in Fayetteville or near by, as that is’ 
listed as a place of residence in Perry Logston's pension record. They 
probably stayed at the farm of Eli, They were my grandparents. 


With deep appreciation to all the members of the WCHS for the time 
spent in gathering Washington County records, I remain, Yours, 


-- Lloyd I. Showers, 
P.O. Box 2044, 
Mesa, Arizona 
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BACK NUMBERS “OF FLASHBACK..... cneisvesenonte 

Mrs. Mertye McIlroy Bagby has peinertede to the rec ciate her almost 
complete file of FLASHBACK. We are now able to supply any back issue, 
with the exception of Volume II Number 6 (December 1952). The price 
is 50 cents per copy. 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.......-eeeeceeees 


The Washington County Historical Society. has sent a file of FLASH- 


BACK and our booklet series to the Library of Congress, Washington, 


D.C. The Library wrote: 
.."We wish to thank you for making available to the Library of Cong- 


ress your publication FLASHBACK and your booklet series. Your shipment 


containing back numbers of each has been received and will constitute 


a valued addition to the collections of the Library.'! 


“GENEALOGICAL BULMEIMEN Se et. 0G. 075 


The WCHS has received the current issue of the newsletter published 
by the Fort Worth Genealogical Society. It is called the Genealogical 
Society Bulletin and is now.in its second volume, Editor is Mrs. Edna 
Perry Deckler, Box 864,.Fort Worth, Tex. Family names featured in this 


_.issue. are Huff, Yager, Cox, Elkins, Knight, Holland, Jackson, Innes, 
Qwens, Harris, Harman, Martin, Chanek, Denny, Wilcoxson, Howell, Van 


Brocklin, Cooke, VanZandt. 


_ ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY..... bie wre ace 


The Northwest Arkansas Archaeological Society sponsored a field trip 


step 9 to Heber Springs where Prof.Charles McGimsey of the University 


of Arkansas was conducting explorations of the area that will be inun- 
dated by the Greer's Ferry Dam. The Society's September meeting was at 
Gentry. : The archaeologists also planned an exhibit at the Washington 
County Fair. H.L.McPherson, president (R.#8, Fayetteville)reports. the 
society's membership at 206. 


‘NEWTON COUNTY ITEM........ ie 5 ee 


’, Walter F. .Lackey, Low Gap, Ark., who is editor of the Newton County 


Historical Society's Homestead, writes that the Newton County society 
now has 220 members, Mr. Lackey relates the following incident, which 
Washington County gun collectors will appreciate: 


."I had visitors from California recently who wanted to buy my m.l. 
rifles.’ I informed them that I would sell only one of my rifles, the 


“little full-stock Kentucky 35 cal. It was original and a beauty and in 


good shape with a maple stock. 


"T told the man he could shoot it if he liked. We went out to the 


range and I loaded it for him and he did better than the average in 


five shots. He became very enthused while he was shooting the rifle -- 
the firing was so keen and accurate. I instructed him on the best pro- 


_cedure in loading and caring for am.l. rifle. Sold him 1 1b of black 


powder and 100 caps. . He willingly gave $50 for the rifle and want ed 


others. . I have two of the best flint locks in Arkansas - was offered 
$125 for one of them. Come on over and I'll show you how accurate a 
flint-lock rifle of about 200 years old can be. Ephraim Greenhaw's old 
flinter, 473 cal. full maple stock, overall length 62 inches, weight 
15 pounds -- a masterpiece." 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY YEAR... ccesesctccce ; 
1960 will be the Washington County Historical Society's 10th anni- 


versary year, An appropriate observance is being RLARRGry oF ARKANSAS’ 
HIRRARY 


